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Christie’s Science and Natural History Auction

Led by a Rare 4-Rotor Enigma Machine and
Two Ichthyosaurs Dating to 184 Million Years Ago

Open For Bidding Until 25 October 2022

Left: A Four-Rotor Enigma Cipher Machine, Heimsoeth & Rinke; November, 1941, Estimate: £300,000-500,000
Right: Two Ichthyosaurs Mounted in Fighting Pose, Holzmaden, Germany, Estimate: £300,000-500,000

LONDON - Christie’s Science and Natural History online auction, which will be open for
bidding until 25 October, presents ajourney backin time, fromthe present day to the formation
of the solar system 4.5 billion years ago.

The sale is led by a rare 4-rotor Enigma cipher machine by
Heimsoeth & Rinke (estimate: £300,000-500,000). It was one of
the first 4-Rotor M4 Enigmas to be manufactured by the
Germans for their Navy, made between September and
December of 1941. From the original “merkblatt” document
inside the cover of the Enigmaiitis clear that this German Naval
4-rotor Enigma was issued to the 24t U-boat flotilla, that had a
base in Trondheim, Norway, to provide training to future U-boat
commanders. This Enigma was captured by the Norwegian
military at the end of the war and is believed to have been putinto service by the Norwegian
Navy for their own security operations from 1948to 1957, during which time the world did not



https://www.christies.com/en/auction/science-and-natural-history-21039-cks/

know the Allies had successfully deciphered M4 Enigma messages. It is completely original,
in working condition, and has a unique security feature with a black metal light panel shield to
prevent any bystanders from reading the deciphered messages.

Veryfew M4 Enigmas survived the war - M4 Enigma machines were produced in much smaller
guantities than the 3-rotor machines. In addition, multiple M4 Enigmas were deployed with
each U-boat and the majority of these were lost when the boats were sunk in combat or
scuttled by their crews at the end of the war.The Germans were also ordered to destroy all of
their Enigmas, and after the war ended Churchill instructed all remaining machines in British
hands to be destroyed.

The significant role that the M4 Enigma and the secret Allied efforts to defeat its codes played
in the vital Battle of the Atlantic has become increasingly well known, as historians have
revisited the history of WWII with recently declassified information that is still being evaluated
to thisday. These factors make the German Navy M4 Enigma the ultimate historical collectible
and this particular M4 is unique amongst them.

A further sale highlight are two Ichthyosaurs mounted in
fighting pose (estimate: £300,000-500,000), dated to the
lower Jurassic (circa 184 million years ago). These two
extraordinary Ichthyosaurs were found in Holzmaden,
Germany and excavated in several dozen blocks, before
being pieced back into the current mount. Most
Ichthyosaur specimens have been presented "flat" in
their original matrix or a lighter media. To have these two
preserved in three dimensions is incredibly rare and
testament to the quality of the prep-work undertaken. The first complete Ichthyosaur skeleton
was found at Lyme Regis in 1811 by Mary Anning.

The sale will also present agroup of visually arresting sandstone formations termed gogottes
(objects particularly prized by Louis XIV), a private collection of vintage NASA photographs,
and fine mineral specimens and dynamically shaped meteorites, which can fit comfortably in
any collection.
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About Christie’s

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online
auctions, as well as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art
appraisal, art financing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presencein 46 countries, throughout
the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific, with flagship international sales hubs in New York, London,Hong Kong,
Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200to over $100 million. In
recent years, Christie’s has achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci's Salvator Mundi,
2017), fora 20th century artwork (Andy Warhol's Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022) and for a work by a living artist (Jeff
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Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). Christie's is also recognised as a reference for prestigious single owner collections, having auctioned 8 of
the 10 most important collections in history.

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction
calendar, working exclusively with Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.

Recentinnovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered ata major
auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of
payment. As an industry leaderin digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new tech nologies that are redefining
the business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour life -size 3D objects around the world, and the creation of
viewing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales
formats.

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including
achieving sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platformin the art world to amplify
under-represented voices and support positive change.

Browse, bid, discover, and join us forthe best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps.
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